
 
 

If you love me, you will keep my command- ments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it nei-
ther sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you.  
18”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; be-
cause I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have 
my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 
them and reveal myself to them.”  

Jesus says: I will not leave you orphaned. Orphaned. Alone. Without guidance. Without support. With-
out parents. Without anyone. Mostly, "orphaned" means being so isolated in this world that it feels like 
no one cares whether or not we live or die. Orphaned. Really depressing. At least, it can be—and terri-
fying, too. 

Although an image of children first comes to mind when we use that word, any of us can be orphaned 
at any age. In fact, on any given day, a lot of us are orphaned, at least in spirit. 

But, if we really look to see, we find orphans of some kind every day. 

If we really look, we encounter people every day whose primary fear is that they are unlovable, and 
thus, will always be alone and isolated in the world because the world tells them they are. 

People we encounter every day if we choose to see them deal with so much—financial trauma, job loss, 
physical illness, spiritual desperation, emotional isolation, instability, want, disrupted relationships, 
abandonment, violence ... the list goes on. Any one of those things not only can make us feel aban-
doned by the very concept of love, but also unworthy and for sure unlovable by anyone. 
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Interesting that Jesus uses the word "orphaned" in this week's text, as 
it is such a potent metaphor for what he was about to do, which was 
to leave his beloved disciples and go and die. 

He surely knew that his death would—and rightly so—strike fear and 
terror in those who loved him, those he loved so closely and so well, so 
sacrificially. He surely knew they would be left vulnerable. He surely 
knew they would panic. He surely suspected they would turn and run 
for their own lives, abandoning him the very moment things got 
rough. He surely knew all of these things but loved them anyway. 

Yet his words in this passage reveal none of his own sense of loss and 
panic, his own sense of being orphaned. He speaks only of love of God, 
the coming of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will never leave, "the 
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive ... (who) abides with 
you and in you." 

Whether they heard him or not, he only speaks words of hope. He 
speaks of complete union in him with God, and the grace that comes 
within that union forever, grace that never ends. 

Jesus made a promise then that is still alive today. In these few words 
from the Gospel of  John, we seem to have the sum total of how to 
claim a full life in the face of the fear, terror, panic, isolation, loss, and 
grief that comes simply from living, that comes simply by the very na-
ture of our existence in this world. 

We get from him—straight from the horse's mouth as it were—what it 
means to live faithfully in the midst of life, and that is to live as 
though we know with full assurance that we are loved, no matter 
what. 

His word to us is to trust in the abiding presence and love of God, 
which is unceasing, and to remember we are never alone, 
no matter what. Echoes of "I am with you until the end of 
the world" rise here, in his words. Remnants of "I am your 
God, you are my people" resound in his voice. God is a God 
who keeps promises. We know this because of Christ. 

Jesus has kept this promise and will continue to keep it, 
and in doing so, calls us every day to grow up, to grow 
stronger by the constant gift of God's love that we know so 
clearly revealed in him. No wonder, then, in the midst of 
life, orphans all, we can and must proclaim with the joy of 
our faith: God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to 
God. Alleluia! 
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5/21  7:oopm Ascension Even-

ing Prayer  

5/24 10:00am Morning Prayer 

One day the zoo-keeper noticed that 
the monkey was reading two books - 
the Bible and Darwin's The Origin of 
Species. In surprise he asked the 
ape, "Why are you reading both 
those books"? "Well," said the mon-
key, "I just wanted to know if I was 
my brother's keeper or my keeper's 
brother."  


